Chicago MONK Hackfest 2008

Report by Stan Ruecker

Among Those Present

1 Steve Ramsay

2 Catherine Plaisant

3 Andrew MacDonald

4 Mike Plouffe

5 Matt Bouchard

6 Alejandro Giacometti

7 Milena Radzikowska

8 Carlos Fiorentino

9 Piotr Michura

10 Stan Ruecker

11 James Chartrand

12 Amit Kumar

13 Loretta Auvil

14 Brian Pytlik Zillig

15 Bill Parod (Fri, Sat)

16 John Norstad (Fri)

17 Pib Burns (Fri)

18 Martin Mueller (Sun) 

Design

Milena, Catherine, and Stan iterated the designs to improve the worklow logic of the workbench. We now more closely reflect Amit’s diagram. We’re done draft 1 of entering the workbench to completing Search by Example.

We have a new name for the workbench and a new logo: 

Literary(esque)

We have new slogans. Perhaps each user could choose.

We’re Still Waiting

Tool Cool for IE

Get Us Something; Get Us Something Now

We’re Not Just Hitchhiking Anymore. We’re riding.

The Wee Rhino You’ve Been Waiting For: Putting Out Fires. Small Fires.

My Other Tool is a Book

We’ve also designed a supercilious progress bar.

Carlos produced the first designs for a comparison interface for Martin’s gender stats spreadsheet. He also created an information glyph that visually summarizes combinations of what Bill refers to as the lexical facets (data about words, lemmas, and parts of speech) and the bibliographic information.

Piotr worked on the design of a future tool that will combine who, what, where, and when, or perhaps we could say person, content, place, and time. This is toward Steve’s use case involving these factors produced by a future named entity extractor.

One of Loretta’s colleagues, Peter, has produced an icon to suggest how well a particular file or feature contributed to the supervised classification. We’ll want to add this to the feature display in the Search by Example toolset.

Proxy programming

James is producing proxy calls for user and toolset preferences. 50% done.

Amit, James, and Andrew connected the new proxy calls through the workbench. We have the SEASR calls but need to put them on the server. A couple of days, Amit says.

Interface programming

Andrew continued his excellent progress on the workbench. Converting from NORA proxy to MONK proxy.

Matt’s begun the workbench abstraction to make tool styling easier, which will help make the working prototype look more like the sketches.

Mike worked on generating images into the workbench from Google charts. So far we can produce a bar chart showing numbers of works per author, a line graph showing numbers of works by year, and a pie with numbers of works per century, and a pie with number of works per century by collection. They are not yet integrated but hopefully within 24 hours. He also experimented with embedding other technologies (Java and OL) in tool iFrames, and made good progress. He looked at the mandala and the tile browser. There are overlapping problems on all browsers. 

Alejandro created a simple search function which is now “kinda hooked up.” It works in the document selector. The fix has to do with tracking focus. He also began looking into integrating the interactive graphing features from Flare, beginning with the TagCloud. Loretta suggests we might want to take a javascript one from Scriptaculous and use Flare for some more sophisticated tools.

Data cell

Steve and Brian started to convert Abbot workflow to JBPM. They hooked Brian’s end-of-line hyphen fixer into Abbot. They made a first pass at cleaning up the witchcraft files.

John N worked on Prior.

Bill worked on Fedora and got the calls working. Get-header, Get-XML for workpart, Get-HTML for workpart and work. These have been implemented in the proxy.

Use Cases

We loaded a preliminary TEI-A version of the witchcraft files into the standalone mandala. Loretta also started toward an unsupervised classification of this preliminary set through SEASR.

Future tasks

We need to compile some more proxy calls. This is a kind of integration of the three types of calls. (Amit and James)

The abstraction strategy needs to be reintegrated with the workbench. (Matt and Andrew)

We have to provide a way to avoid overlapping tool windows, which don’t work in Firefox. The problem is compounded with embedded technologies like Java and OL. Our strategy is to allow users to swap windows and resize them but not drag them on top of one another. (Andrew)

We will iterate embedding of mandala and the tile browser. Once we are further along, we can try more tools from HCIL: treemap and the bucket of words search and social action. (Mike and Amit)

We need to integrate the Google chart calls to the middleware. This doesn’t hold anyone up. (Amit and James)

We need an export to ManyEyes. The call exists. 24 hours. (Amit)

We need to bring Fedora calls into the middleware. This doesn’t hold anyone up. (Amit and James)

We’d like a clustering tool from SEASR, being written in the Google Web Toolkit. We’ll try it out in its current version with Kirsten and the NCF texts.

We need a progress bar. Maybe it should be our whimsical one.

Matt needs to exorcise PHP in favor of JSP. Everywhere. (Matt and Amit)

We need a new tool and toolset for the Google Charts, called Collection Overview. (Milena)

We need to test the workbench on IE for the PC. (Andrew)

We need a simple search other places than against the work titles. (Alejandro and Andrew)

We need an advanced search tool or toolset for workset selection. Lemma pattern searches. Corpus criteria (e.g. only NCF), publication date start and end, part of speech, and combinations for both work and workpart. (e.g. all works with gerunds, during the dates 1770-1790). (Catherine, Milena, Alejandro, Amit, and Andrew)

We need multiple instances of the same tool displaying different content.. Use the one with most recent focus. (Andrew)

We need a sketch of the tool window shifter. (Milena)

We need a tool to provide Dunnings. (Milena and Stan)

The tool for TagCloud needs to be tied to the feature list and we need to design this TagCloud tool. Martin says it should be a cloud that picks something distinctive against a background. We need the right kind of data to make it useful. (Martin, Stan, and Milena)

